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but Kamei Sama, who had less control over his
temper, was violently incensed and determined to
kill Kotsuke no Suke.

One night when Ms duties at the castle were
ended, Kamel Sama returned to his own palace,
and having summoned his councillors to a secret
conference, said to them: "Kotsuke no Suke has
insulted Tafcumi no Kami and myself during our
service In attendance on the Imperial envoy. This
Is against all decency, and I was minded to kill
him on the spot; but I bethought me that if I did
such a deed within the precincts of the castle, not
only would my own life be forfeit, but my
family and vassals would be ruined: so I stayed
my hand. Still the life of such a wretch is a
sorrow to the people, and to-morrow when I go
to Court I will slay him: my mind is made up,
and I will listen to no remonstrance." And as
he spoke his face became livid with rage.

Now one of Kamei Sama's councillors was a
man of great judgment, and when he saw from
his lord's manner that remonstrance would be
useless he said: f<Your lordship's words are law;
your servant will make all preparations accord-
ingly; and to-morrow, when your lordship goes
to Court, if this Kotsuke no Suke should again
be insolent, let him die the death." And his lord
was pleased at this speech, and waited with im-
patience for the day to break, that he might re-
turn to Court and kill his enemy.